DIY Reconditioning Checklist

Maximize Your Trade-In Value & Think Like a Dealer

By handling these small details, you present your vehicle as "front-line ready," removing
the excuses dealers use to lower their offers.

I 1. The "First Impression’ Exterior

[0 The Curb Appeal Wash: Hand-wash the car and pay special attention to the
wheels. Use tire shine—it’'s a small detail that makes a car look years newer.

[0 Headlight Restoration: Clear "eyes" on a car suggest the vehicle has been well-
maintained. If they are foggy, use a basic restoration kit.

0 Fluid Top-Off: Ensure washer fluid, coolant, and oil levels are correct. A dealer
checking the dipstick shouldn't see "low" levels.

[0 Address Warning Lights: Clear simple maintenance lights (like tire pressure). A
dashboard light is an automatic price deduction.

I 2. The "Smell and Touch" Interior

[0 Total De-Clutter: Remove all personal items from the glovebox, center console,
and trunk. Help the dealer imagine the car on their lot.

[0 Surface Wipe-Down: Use a microfiber cloth on the dashboard and touchscreen.
Avoid "greasy" protectants; a clean, matte finish looks professional.

[0 Carpet Revive: Thoroughly vacuum. For stains, a basic foaming carpet cleaner
can do wonders for "perceived" age.

[0 Odor Neutralization: Avoid heavy hanging air fresheners. Use an odor eliminator
or leave windows cracked in the sun for a neutral scent.



I 3. The "Value Retention” Paperwork

[0 The Maintenance Folder: Have your service records (oil changes, brakes, tires)
organized in a folder on the passenger seat to prove the car's history.

[0 The Spare Key Power-Play: Bring both sets of keys. High-tech fobs cost dealers
$200-$500 to replace; having both prevents a major deduction.

[0 Manuals & Tech: Ensure factory navigation cards or owner's manuals are present
and visible.

Consultant's Note: When a Used Car Manager sees a clean car with documented
history and both keys, they know they can turn it around quickly. That efficiency equals
more money for you.
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